“Japan-Canada Policy Dialogue on Democracy, Diversity, Disasters: From Ottawa to Tokyo”
Statement made at the Canadian Embassy to Japan (2014.03.14)

As one outcome of the February 5-6, 2014 Conference entitled “Democracy, Diversity, Disasters:
A Japan-Canada Dialogue on Intersectionality and the Challenges of Contemporary Risk
Governance” hosted by the University of Ottawa (Canada), with partners at the University of Tokyo
(Japan), in commemoration of the third anniversary of the Great Eastern Japan Earthquake and
Tsunami, the Japan-Canada Interdisciplinary Research Network on Gender, Diversity, and
Tohoku Reconstruction (JCIRN) hereby proposes the following Japan-Canada Priorities for Good
Risk Governance:

Principles and Prerequisites of Good Risk Governance

Annual political and economic investments by governments, political parties, the private sector,
the media, and civil society organizations in the promotion of a democratic community founded
upon gender equality, social inclusion, public awareness of the diverse range of human
vulnerabilities and strengths, and committed to the pursuit of democratic solidarity and public trust
as a means of fostering community resilience and a risk-wise culture.

Practices and Indicators of Good Risk Governance

l. Information-gathering on Diverse Populations

Indicator 1: Collection of reliable demographic data that tracks gender, age, economic status,
disability, mother tongue, among other relevant factors, based on individualized (not household)
survey participation.

Il. Capacity-Building and Training on Gender Equality and DRR

Indicator 2: Annual investments in baseline interdisciplinary research and
participatory-action-research projects led by gender-equal researchers.

Indicator 3: Annual investments in local capacity-building and training for diverse women’s
organizations and other Disaster Risk Reduction NGOs explicitly committed to gender equality,
inclusion and diversity.

Il Participatory Democratic Policymaking Processes

Indicator 4: Hold inclusive public policy Fora (national, prefectural, and municipal) that are diverse,
cross-sectoral, multi-stakeholder, and pursue annual multi-level governance exchanges and
mutual learning opportunities, akin to the Canadian National Roundtable on DRR.

Indicator 5: Hold annual report-back and consultation on Gender and DRR with women’s
organizations in light of ongoing domestic and comparative research, national assessments of
DRR implementation, and best practices emerging from the implementation of international
standards on gender equality and DRR.

Indicator 6: Hold annual participatory practices of national law reform and national policy-making
for gender-responsive Disaster Risk Reduction and emergency preparedness;

Indicator 7: Ensure the participation of a minimum of 30% women and 30% men from diverse
sectors, training and expertise, and of diverse ages and family formations, in all national,
prefectural, and municipal policy-making and decision-making bodies dealing with Disaster Risk
Reduction.

V. Media Outreach and Public Education on Gender Equality, Diversity and DRR

Indicator 8: Annual public investments in media outreach, public education, and civic literacy on
the importance of pursuing a democratic and inclusive culture of safety that is gender equal, and
that publicly acknowledges the vulnerabilities and strengths found within the diverse communities
contributing to the social, political and economic vibrancy of the country.
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